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Planning Studies/Reports
City of Brampton, MMM Group Limited 

Incineration and Waste Processing: 
Transfer and Disposal Study

The field of waste management is contentious, but new 
techniques for recycling, disposal, and generating energy 
from waste are emerging every year. Municipalities need 
to regulate current uses while remaining open to future 
technologies that may make current methods obsolete. 
In this study, MMM Group and the City of Brampton 
were the first to develop leading-edge planning policies 
to guide waste management and address matters of 
public interest, including public health and safety, and 
the regulation of land uses associated with waste 
management. The resulting policies, and the zoning by-law 
and Official Plan amendments associated with them, were 
widely accepted by the public and the waste management 
industry, and passed without appeal in October 2007. 
The process is already being used as a model by 
other municipalities.
 

Niagara Economic Development Corporation, 
peter j. smith & company inc. 

Energizing Niagara’s Wine Country Communities

The Niagara Region is home to 70 wineries, with 6,500 
hectares of land cultivated as vineyards. The success of 
the wine industry has generated an equally successful 
tourism industry. The Niagara Economic Development 
Corporation, with the help of local municipalities, 
the province, the region, and wine industry representatives, 
carried out a study to develop a long-term strategy for 
tourism. The strategy includes promoting cultural and 
heritage tourism in addition to culinary tourism; 
developing key destinations for tourists; creating customer 
service hubs in the urbanized areas; and enhancing the 
travel experience through design, wayfinding, and the 
integration of cultural attractions with the Wine Route. 
The strategy was completed in 2007 and is now 
being implemented.
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City of Ottawa 

Urban Design Guidelines for the 
Development Review Process

Urban design guidelines are only as good as their 
implementation. To help translate its high-level urban 
design principles into brief, easy-to-remember directions, 
the City of Ottawa carried out extensive consultations 
that resulted in a short, illustrated guide to design for 
all parts of the city. The guidelines cover regional roads, 
development along arterial mainstreets and traditional 
mainstreets, greenfield developments, transit-oriented 
developments, infill housing, environmental noise control, 
right-of-way lighting, outdoor patios, drive-through facilities, 
gas stations, and large-format retail. The guidelines 
have proved popular and easy to use, and other 
municipalities have drawn on Ottawa’s work in 
developing their own guidelines.  

�

Town of Markham 

Markham Small Streams Study

The landscape on which Markham sits consists of largely flat formerly agricultural 
lands, crossed by small streams that are not regulated under regular conservation 
authority rules. In 2002, the Town began a study to classify these small streams and 
develop guidelines to protect and manage them — a study that was the first of its kind 
for a local municipality in Canada. The work involved extensive consultation with 
stakeholders, and the resulting guidelines have been acknowledged and supported in 
the Rouge Watershed by the Toronto Region Conservation Authority. The results include 
an inventory of the streams, a classification matrix for the management of stream 
features, a review of stormwater engineering practices for the streams, and a landowner 
education and stewardship program that is currently being implemented.

Research/New Directions



Smart Commute Initiative,
Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area

The Healthy Communities Award, established jointly by OPPI and the Heart 
& Stroke Foundation, Ontario, has been created to recognize excellence in 
creating healthy communities. The Smart Commute Initiative of Greater Toronto 
and Hamilton Area is this year’s recipient, as this project exemplifies the 
importance of active transportation in healthy communities. 
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Communications/Public Education
City of Toronto 

Bird-Friendly Development Guidelines

Environmentalists and bird watchers have long been 
concerned about the fate of migratory birds in Toronto. 
The birds become disoriented by the light pollution and 
reflective surfaces in the downtown area, and crash into 
high-rise office and apartment buildings, falling to the 
pavement below. To reduce the incidence of these 
collisions, the City set up a committee of staff members 

and community partners to identify 
bird-friendly development options to 
be used by architects, planners, urban 
designers, building owners and 
managers, tenants and homeowners. 
The extensively illustrated guidelines 
identify hazards and appropriate 
alternatives in building exteriors, lighting 
techniques, and building management 
methods. The City has also launched a 
public awareness campaign to reduce 
light pollution, and has long maintained 
a program of rescue, rehabilitation and 
release of injured birds. 

Regions of York, Halton, Durham, and Peel; 
Cities of Toronto, Hamilton, and Mississauga

Smart Commute Initiative, 
Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area

Traffic congestion, 
climate change, and smog 
are connected problems, 
and finding alternative 
options for commuters has 
become a priority in the 
Greater Toronto Area and 
Hamilton. Smart Commute 
is a regional initiative to 
encourage carpooling, 
transit, cycling, walking, 
and telework for 
employees of local 

workplaces and postsecondary institutions. Through media 
blitzes, brochures, and public events, as well as an online 
system for matching potential carpooling participants, 
the coalition of municipalities and regions involved in 
Smart Commute has helped take �0,000 cars off the road 
each day and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by �7,000 
tonnes since the inception of the program in 200�. The 
program is now being used in other Ontario municipalities.

T E L E WO R K  •  C A R P O O L  •  T R A N S I T  •
B I K E  •  WA L K

Smart Commute Initiative
Effective Congestion Relief

GTA and Hamilton municipal partnership
Seven Smart Commutes created and expanded
CarpoolZone.ca service launched
10,000 cars off the road per day

17,000 tonnes of GHG emissions reduced

Healthy Communities Award
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Rocco Rossi 

Honorary membership recognizes the 
work of non-planners who contribute 
to OPPI’s goals and objectives. 
An Honorary member is someone 
who has shown extraordinary interest 
and concern for the planning 
profession, but who does not hold 
membership in the CIP or the OPPI 
and who would not qualify to be a 
full member of the OPPI.

By recognizing the efforts of others 
who advance the cause of planning, 
we acknowledge the valuable 
contribution of people outside  
the profession and promote the 

importance of planning to the future of our communities.
Our new member is Rocco Rossi.

Rocco Rossi has been the CEO of the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation of Ontario since November 200�. He is a tireless 
fundraiser for the Foundation and a passionate spokesperson 
for healthy lifestyles. To draw attention to both, he has kayaked 
�90 km from Toronto to Ottawa, cycled the �900-km length 
of Yonge Street from Rainy River to Toronto, and climbed 
the stairs of the seven tallest office towers in Toronto 
enough times to equal the height of Mount Everest. 
His position at the Foundation was preceded by a career 
in the private sector with senior roles at Advanced Material 
Resources, The Boston Consulting Group, The Toronto Star, 
Labatt/Interbrew, and MGI Software. He has been a member 
of private, public and charitable boards, including AMR, 
the Ivey Foundation, the Empire Club of Canada, 
the Internet Advertising Bureau of Canada, and 
the United Way of Greater Toronto. He was 
born in Toronto, and earned his B.A. from 
McGill University and his M.A. from 
Princeton University.

OPPI welcomes its newest member!



Robert Armstrong, MCIP, RPP

Robert Armstrong has been a 
member of the Institute since �99�. 
His contributions over these years 
include serving on the Lakelands 
Executive Committee, serving as 
Membership Outreach Representative 
for Lakelands District, and planning 
events for the Blue Mountains/West 

Lakelands Social Committee. Robert chaired the 
Conference Committee for the very successful 2007 
Blue Skies Planning OPPI Conference in the Town of the 
Blue Mountains. He is known for his professionalism 
and dedication to the Institute, and the enthusiasm 
he shows in serving as a volunteer.

Dr. David Gordon, MCIP, RPP

Dr. David Gordon has been involved 
in OPPI matters for more than two
decades. His many contributions 
to the Institute include sitting on the 
OPPI Central District Executive and 
Program Committee, serving as 
an OPPI planning awards juror, 
volunteering as an OPPI membership 

examiner, and serving on the Continuing Education 
Program Committee, the �995 APA/CIP/OPPI 
Conference Program Committee, and the �998 
OPPI Conference Committee. He was also Program 
Committee co-chair for the 200� OPPI/CIP Joint 
Conference in Ottawa. Professor Gordon has provided 
ongoing support for OPPI’s Urban Design, Healthy 
Communities and World Town Planning Day initiatives 
and encourages his students from Queen’s University 
to attend OPPI events. He has been a contributor to 
the Ontario Planning Journal and a speaker in the 
Eastern Ontario District’s Ottawa Urban Forum, 
and helped coordinate the successful implementation 
of the Eastern District planning workshops. 

Matt Pearson, MCIP, RPP 

Matt Pearson has been a member 
of OPPI since �990, and has been 
involved with Southwest District 
Executive for several years, most 
recently as chair of the District for 
two terms, ending November 2007. 
During his terms on OPPI Council, 
he served as Treasurer for two years. 

He currently serves as District Representative on the 
Recognition Committee. He has helped organize two 
OPPI conferences — the 2007 conference in the 
Town of the Blue Mountains and the 2002 conference 
in London. As a member of the Southwest District 
Executive, he has promoted OPPI initiatives in the 
Southwest, helped organize World Town Planning Day 
activities, and been involved in student panel 
discussions. Matt has been an Exam A examiner for 
Southwest district for many years and a mentor 
for many planners in the District. 

Mary Lou Tanner, MCIP, RPP

Mary Lou Tanner has been a 
full member of OPPI since �99�. 
She served as the Central District 
representative from 200� to 2007; 
during this time, she was the co-chair 
of the 2005 OPPI Conference 
Committee in Hamilton-Burlington. 
During the restructuring of the 

Central District and the implementation of the new 
Western Lake Ontario District (WLO), she formed a local 
“council” to develop an identity for the new district. 
This initiative helped form the basis of an executive in 
the WLO District. Mary Lou continues to represent 
WLO District on the executive as well as on the 
OPPI Membership Committee, and is the co-chair for 
programs for the 2009 joint OPPI/CIP conference to 
be held in Niagara Falls. Mary Lou has received three 
Awards of Excellence for Planning from OPPI.

Member Service Award
2 0 0 8  R e c i p i e n t s
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Graduate Scholarship

 Nigel Selig

Nigel Selig began the master’s program 
in planning at the University of Waterloo in 
2007, after graduating from Mount Allison 
University in Sackville, New Brunswick. 
While at Mount Allison, Nigel worked 
as a student research assistant in the 
dendrochronology lab, using tree-rings to 
identify paleoclimates and date historic 

wooden structures. As president of the Association of 
Graduate Planners at the University of Waterloo, he organized 
academic, sporting, and social events, as well as promoting 
professional development and networking activities. 
Nigel has also been an active participant in several OPPI 
events throughout the Southwestern District. His interests 
in planning include creating resilient and sustainable 
communities in the face of climate change.

Undergraduate Scholarship
Tom Schwerdtfeger

Tom Schwerdtfeger graduated in 2008 from 
the planning program at Ryerson University. 
He has also studied geography at York 
University and commerce at the University 
of British Columbia. At Ryerson, he served 
as student representative on the Ryerson 
University Senate and on the Planning Director 
Search Committee, as well as administrative 

chair for the Ryerson Association of Planning Students. 
He was an active participant in the Canadian Association 
of Planning Students conference when it was held at 
Ryerson in 2008. He has worked as a consultant to 
Toronto Councillor Adam Vaughan, creating an interactive
series of web-based community maps of Ward 20 to 
promote community planning. In May, Tom accepted a two-
year planning internship through Alberta Municipal Affairs. 
He is now working south of Edmonton in Leduc County. 
Tom eventually plans to round out his planning education 
by completing the Master of Urban Development degree.

NEW Scholarship 
for 2009
OPPI has worked with Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC) to offer 
a new scholarship to recognize outstanding 
student research on planning for aging 
communities. The first winner will be 
announced at the 2009 conference. 
Watch for more information coming soon.

Scholarships



Thank You

Juries
OPPI would like to thank all those who served on the juries 
of the 2008 Excellence in Planning Awards.

Kim Beckman, BA, LLB, Davies Howe Partners (external jury member)

Nadia De Santi, MCIP, RPP, Fotenn Consultants Inc.

Alan Drozd, MCIP, RPP, City of Oshawa

John Fior, MCIP, RPP, The Township of East Ferris

Karen Hammond, MCIP, RPP, University of Waterloo

Bill Janssen, MCIP, RPP, City of Hamilton

Jeff Leunissen, MCIP, RPP, City of London

John McHugh, Edelman Canada (external jury member)

Geoff McKnight, MCIP, RPP, Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury

Lynn Morrow, MCIP, RPP, Lynn Morrow Consulting

Kevin Stolarick, PhD, The Martin Prosperity Institute, Joseph L. Rotman School of Management  (external jury member)

Gary Switzer, B.Arch, OAA, Great Gulf Group of Companies (external jury member)

A special thank you to our Awards event sponsor Aird & Berlis LLP


